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CT DPH Drinking Water Section 
Responsibilities 

 

• Regulate over 2,500 Public Water Systems with 
4,400 sources  

• 2.9 million CT residents served – 3.5 million total 
population 

• 96 systems serve over 1,000 people 

• 461 systems serve under 1,000 people - small 
community systems 

• 2,028 non-community systems 
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What is Source Water 
Protection? 

• Source Water Protection Unit’s Goal: Protect and 
preserve all existing and future sources of public 
drinking water supply to assure water purity and 
adequacy.  

– Protecting the water company land that 
supplies Connecticut’s sources of public water 
supply 

– Ensuring that land use does not impair source 
water quality 

– Optimization of source water quality 
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Source Water Protection: 
Connecticut’s 

Statutory/Regulatory 
Protections 

 

• CGS Section 22a-417, 22a-430 Discharges prohibited 

• CGS Section 25-32  Water Company Land 

• CGS 25-32f   Testimony local projects 

• CGS 25-34 & 25-33g  Threats to public water 

• CGS Section 22a-66z  Aquatic Pesticides 

• CGS 8-3i, 8-2 & 8-23  Notification of Projects 

• CGS Section 25-43 and 43c Bathing, Recreation 

• RCSA Section 19-13-B102(b) 

• RCSA Section 19-13-B32 

 

Watershed Surveys 
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CGS Section 25-43c: 
 Recreational Activities 

• Section 25-43c of the Connecticut General Statutes (CGS) 
provides the Drinking Water Section of the Connecticut 
Department of Public Health the authority to review and 
issue permits authorizing water companies to allow 
recreational activities on reservoirs and within designated 
areas of the watersheds of reservoirs or aquifer protection 
areas:  “The Commissioner of Public Health, upon 
application by a water company, may issue to such 
company a permit…”  
 

• Common examples of permitted recreational activities:  

– passive(walking, hiking)  

– hunting by bow or firearm  

– fishing 

– bicycling 
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Recreational Activity Permitting 
Requirements 

 

• The Drinking Water Section (DWS) reviews recreational 
activity permit applications to determine if the applicant 
demonstrates that the proposed activity will not have a 
significant adverse impact upon the present and future 
purity and adequacy of the public drinking water supply per 
supply per CGS Sec. 25-32(b) and RCSA Sec.25-37d-2(c). 

 

• Typically, an annual report that outlines any concerns 
associated with activity is required by DWS as a condition 
of the permit. 
 

• The permit may provide additional conditions. 
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CGS Section 25-43c: 
 Recreational Activities 

• Water Companies are the only entity that may apply for a 
permit 

 

• CGS Section 25-43c (e) No water company shall be liable in 
damages except with respect to willful or wanton conduct 
for injury or property damage to any person who enters 
upon its lands or waters under the provisions of this 
section. 
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Summary 

• The law allows passive recreation 
 

• The water company is the applicant 
 

 

• Many examples of 
programs  
 

• Existing programs 
are controlled and 
assure public health 
protection 
 

• The water company 
is the gatekeeper and 
is responsible for 
assuring drinking 
water quality 
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Thank You 
 
 

lori.mathieu@ct.gov 
 

www.ct.gov/dph/publicdrinkingwater 
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